
Russian National Literary Award
THE BIG BOOK



• Alfa-Bank JSC
• All-Russia State Television and Radio Broadcasting 

Company (VGTRK)
• Renova Group
• Chitai-Gorod bookstore chain
• LitRes e-book and audiobook service 

The Big Book Russian National Literary Award
was established by

the Centre for the Support of Russian Literature in 2005

• GUM department store
• Medved magazine 
• Vi Group
• Roman Abramovich
• Alexander Mamut

FOUNDERS 
of the CENTRE:



The Big Book award is the major and most desirable prize 
in Russia

Prize Fund is 5.5 million roubles

1st PRIZE – RUB 3 mln
2nd PRIZE – RUB 1,5 mln
3rd PRIZE – RUB 1 mln



The Council of Experts includes:

• Mikhail Butov
• Olga Novikova
• Alexey Andreev
• Elena Kholmogorova
• Alexey Mikheev

The Council of Experts of the Award forms 
the Long List and the Short List (List of Finalists)



The Literary Academy may include professional writers, 
representatives of the cultural and scientific communities, 
public figures and statespersons, journalists and 
entrepreneurs

The Literary Academy is the Big Book Jury. It is formed by the 
Council of trustees. It selects prize winners from the nominees 
for the Short List

The Literary Academy embraces about one hundred persons 
which ensures the jury’s independence and broad public 
expert review



Guzel Yakhina, Eugene Vodolazkin, Ludmila Ulitskaya, Lev Danilkin, Sergei 
Shargunov, Roman Senchin, Zakhar Prilepin, Vladimir Sorokin, Vladimir Sharov, 

Leonid Yuzefovich and others

Eugene Vodolazkin, Ludmila Ulitskaya , Leonid Yuzefovich Lev Danilkin

PRIZE WINNERS OF DIFFERENT YEARS:



1. Sukhbat Aflatuni, Earthly Paradise
2. Olguerd Bakharevich, The Dogs of Europe
3. Eugene Vodolazkin, Brisbane
4. Alexander Gonorovsky, Dog Forest
5. Linor Goralik, Everyone Capable of Breathing a Breath
6. Oleg Lekmanov, Mikhail Sverdlov, Ilya Simanovsky, Venedikt Erofeev: 

The Outsider
7. Eugenia Nekrasova, Kaliechina-Maliechina
8. Alexey Salnikov, Indirectly
9. Roman Senchin, Rain in Paris
10. Grigory Sluzhitel Savely's Days 
11. Vyacheslav Stavetsky, The Life of A.G.
12. Guzel Yakhina, Children of the Volga

2019 SHORT LIST:



2019 FINALISTS



1st PRIZE
Oleg Lekmanov, Mikhail Sverdlov, 

Ilya Simanovsky,
Venedikt Erofeev: The Outsider

2nd PRIZE
Grigory Sluzhitel 

Savely's Days 

3rd PRIZE
Guzel Yakhina, 

Children of the Volga

2019 PRIZE WINNERS

Oleg Lekmanov, Mikhail Sverdlov, Ilya Simanovsky, Guzel Yakhina, Grigory Sluzhitel



Anton Zlatopolsky, ROSSIA TV Chanel Director, assured the public from the podium 
of the Tenth BIG BOOK Ceremony that the novel Zuleikha Opens Her Eyes by 
Guzel Yakhina would be filmed.

Guzel Yakhina Anton Zlatopolsky 

TENTH BIG BOOK CEREMONY



The ROSSIA TV Channel 
offered the premier broadcast 
of the series in 2020



Books by the Big Book prize winners are translated into different languages and 
published in dozens of countries

The novel Zuleikha Opens Her Eyes by Guzel Yakhina has been translated into 
32 languages

The novel Laurus by Eugene Vodolazkin has been translated into 17 languages

Guzel Yakhina Eugene Vodolazkin 







Juliet Mabey 
(Oneworld Publications) 

– is the British publisher of
Guzel Yakhina and Eugene Vodolazkin



2020 SHORTLIST:

1. Vasily Avchenko, Alexei Korovashko, Oleg Kuvaev: Story of an 
Unregulated Person

2. Grigory Arosev, Evgenii Kremchukov, Division by Zero
3. Ksenia Buksha, Churov and Churbanov
4. Natalia Gromova, Through and Through
5. Mikhail Elizarov, The Earth
6. Shamil Idiatullin, Former Lenin Street
7. Alexander Ilichevsky, Newton’s Sketch
8. Timur Kibirov, The General and His Family
9. Alexei Makushinsky, The Outskirts of Thought. A Philosophical Stroll
10. Dina Rubina, Napoleon’s Convoy
11. Pavel Selukov, Procuring Tarkovsky. Uncultured Short Stories
12. Sofia Sinitskaya, The “Zhemozhakha” Shining
13. Evgenii Chizhov, Collector of Heaven



2020
Shortlisted Books



www.bigbook.ru
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