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HEALING TOWN . . . Book Events chairman Professor Richard Demarco describes Moffat as a spiritual place where culture and
literature thrive as demonstrated by the Russian Conferences

BRIDGING BORDERS . . . some of the officials and guests at the Moffat Russian Conference at the weekend, left to right: Ann Shukman, Lesley Milne,
Elizabeth Roberts, Anastasia Iliinskaya, May McKerrell, Alan Thomson, Richard Demarco, Dmitri Bak, Vicky Jardine-Paterson, Evgeny Reznickenko,
Svetlana Gorokhova, Terry Newman and Charles McKerrell

RUSSIA EXPERT . . . Elizabeth Roberts
of Moffat, a driving force behind Moffat
Russian Conferences

CULTURAL CONNECTIONS . . . Dmitri
Bak, Director of State Museum of
Language in Moscow

Moffat and Moscow build
THEY ARE not the most ob-
vious ‘twins’ but a growing
bond between Moffat and
Moscow was strengthened
at the weekend.
Despite diplomatic tensions be-

tween the UK and the Russian
Federation over the Syrian con-
flict there was a spirit of mutual
understanding in the Annandale
town.
The occasion was the fifth an-

nual three-day Moffat Russian
Conference which attracted al-
most 40 delegates from what is
the nation with the largest land-
mass in the world.
Many visitors were from the

State Library for Foreign Litera-
ture and the Institute for Trans-
lation, Moscow, as well as other
leading university academics in
the country together with col-
leagues from the UK and beyond.
In addition to the conference,

some delegates spent extra days
in the region visiting other at-
tractions, including Annandale
Distillery at Annan.
The theme this year was ‘Poets

and Power,’ an examination of
five ‘extraordinary’ writers -
AnnaAkhmatova, Nikolai Gumi-
lyev, Boris Pasternak, Osip Man-
delstam and Marina Tsvetaeva -
and how they suffered under the
Stalin regime.
Information boards on each of

the literary figures were put up
outside the Town Hall although
the main conference was staged
in the Moffat House Hotel.
Other activities included a

Russian film screening, a special
dinner and a concert in the Old
Well Theatre.
Vicky Jardine-Paterson, chair-

woman of Moffat Russian Con-
ferences, described this year’s
event as a ‘pulsating cross-fertil-

sation of ideas, a cultural ex-
change forming deep bonds of
friendship and scholarship.’
She said: “This year’s confer-

ence has generated so much in-
terest that bigger numbers of
delegates are already being an-
ticipated. Moffat is well and
truly established on the map in
Russia.”
Alan Thomson, conference or-

ganiser, added: “We had a good

selection of the world’s fore-
most experts on early to mid
20th century Russian poetry,
who openly and freely shared
their knowledge in the spirit of
international cultural under-
standing; while also enjoying
each others company and the
delights of Moffat in the au-
tumn sunshine.”
The driving force behind the

the conferences is Russia ex-

pert Elizabeth Roberts of Mof-
fat, a graduate in Russian from
London University and a
founder of Moffat Book Events,
which helps organise the gath-
ering.
She came up with the idea

during a visit to Moffat from
her friend, the late Dr Ekate-
rina Genieva, then director of
the Russian State Library for
Foreign Literature in Moscow.
Mrs Roberts works closely

with two other Russian-speak-

ing friends, who have both set-
tled in the region, the Rev. Dr.
Ann Shukman, who lives near
Lochmaben, and Dr Lesley
Milne of Kirkcudbright.
“WhyMoffat? People ask,” ex-

plained Mrs Roberts at the
opening ceremony.
“It’s a spiritual place with a

healing spa town history. Mer-
lin, the magician, was reputed
to have lived the last few years
of his life in the area. Moffat,
surrounded by hills, has an ex-

traordinary effect on peo-
ple. It’s a cauldron of
people and ideas.”
Svetlana Gorokhova,

head of the International
Department at the State
Library, took a similar
theme stating ‘the spirits
of writers and poets are
enshrined in Moffat.’
She explained she and

her Russian colleagues
looked forward to future
conferences and that the
Minister of Culture,
Vladimir Medinsky, was
taking a keen interest.
The Russian Federation

vice-consul in Edin-
burgh, Anastasia Iliin-
skya, speaking on behalf
of the Consul General
who unavoidably had to
go to London, praised the
organisers and people of
Moffat for their hospital-
ity and professionalism.
She said such events

were the backbone of bi-
lateral relations and re-
ferring to current
international events, she
stated the relationship
was still functional de-
spite some setbacks.
The diplomat con-

cluded: “Being among
like-minded people, be-
yond any politics, can
help us survive any cir-
cumstances. Thank you
kind hosts.”
During the Conference

tributes were paid and a
silence observed to three
staunch supporters of
the event who have
passed away—Dr Ekate-
rina Genieva, Marilyn
Elliot and Andrew
Wheatcroft.
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Moffat is
well and
truly
established
on the
map in
Russia
Vicky Jardine-Paterson

INFORMATIVE . . . Tatyana Hermes and Mikhail
Vodopyanov were part of a team of translators
at Moffat

SUPPORTIVE . . . Svetlana
Gorokhova, head of the
International Department at the
State Library

WARM WELCOME . . . Russian Conferences
chairwoman Vicky Jardine-Paterson, right, greets
Anastasia Iliinskaya. Vice-Consul of the Russian
Federation

INTERNATIONAL . . . part of the audience at the opening session of the latest Russian Conference in Moffat
POSTER POWER . . . Moffat residents Kathleen Hyslop and Jane
McCulloch admire the Festival display outside the Town Hall

SPECIAL WEEKEND . . . part of the Russian
delegation beside a Russian writers’ poster
display outside Moffat Town Hall

bridges with poetry
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